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 Our Vision  
 

Celebrating the power of the Holy Spirit by inviting all 
people to become fully devoted followers of Jesus. 

2025 Congregational Council  

Elections pending at this printing  
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Treasurer Bill Cook 

Financial Secretary Mike Vince 

Members 

 Janet Beilstein    Dave Bell 

  Amber Espinosa Linda Gubbe

 Noel Heisler Dave Hupp

 Kent Jackman  Mike Linehan 

  Steve Mierzejewski Jenny Quackenbush 

  Ed Rupley Steve Sanderson 
  

Pastors 

 Robyn Schmitz, Interim Pastor 

 Melissa Micham, Associate Pastor 

A SLOW LENT 
by Rev. Dr. Robyn Schmitz  Interim Pastor  

 

 Olivet invites you to enter a very different Lenten season. Itôs 
called ña SLOW Lent.ò I first heard about the practice of SLOW Lent 
at a clergy conference. Our speaker, the Bishop of the New 
England Synod said, ñIf youôve ever grabbed lunch at the same 
place you get your gas, you need to slow down.ò I had just done 
that the day before, so she had my attention. 
 Welcome to the glorification of busy. Itôs so easy to fill our days 
with busy work and too many activities. And what does it get us? 
Answer: exhaustion! And if weôre honest, weôre left with a longing 
for the holy that weôve promised to get to, whenever we have a 
minute. Lent is the perfect time to look steadily at our own longings 
and secrets and bring them into the light. Itôs a season of practicing 
the kind of faith that believes God is not just interested in the 
appearance of having it together. 
God is interested in our 
wholeness and honesty. 
 In the Sunday Gospels 
throughout Lent, we find Jesus in 
a number of environments: 
deserts, mountaintops, temples 
and towns. Each place plays an 
important part in Jesusô journey. These reflections invite people to 
spend some contemplative time with Jesus in each of these places, 
not just on Sunday but for an entire week. 
 The reflections can be done in the week following the Sunday 
Gospel, or the week leading up to the Sunday Gospel. They are 
designed to take people deeper into each Gospel story, to bring 
Jesusô experiences to life, and to help them reflect on what they 
might be saying to us today. The idea is to take Lent slowly and 
reflectively ï to commit ourselves to spending time each day with 
Jesus. 
 In addition, we are encouraged to spend time with ourselves, 
asking ourselves tough questions about our priorities. Weôll provide 
suggestions and questions via weekly emails. And weôll minimize 
the activities of Lent, allowing everyone to slow down. 
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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 

DEC. 5, 2024 
 

A thank you from Jan Kirk , Advent by 

Candlelight Coordinator  
 

Dear Members of Olivet, 
 

Thank you all for attending Olivet Lutheran 
Churchôs 12

th
 annual Advent by Candlelight 

2024. A big thank you to all our devotion 
readers, and to the table hostesses and their 
beautiful table decorations and settings. To the 
gentlemen of Olivet for their excellent wait 
service. To our wonderful musicians: 
accompanist Sarah Lewis and vocalists Cindy 
and Danica Franklin. To our Bells Ensemble: Carol Leupp, Carol Cook, Lana Heintz, Barb Myers, 
Helene Lyon and Sue Meyer, under the direction of Carol Miller. To the Olivet office staff who work 
behind the scenes to make this evening happen. The ladies of Olivet who assist with all the other 
things, thank you! 
 

CHILIõN ON A SUNDAE AFTERNOON JAN. 19 
 

It was a Chili Day on January 19, a 
Sundae afternoon with over a dozen 
chili recipes to choose from and delight 
in. Nearly a hundred Olivet members 
gathered to enjoy a heavenly sweet, 
zesty, meaty or vegan taste options for 
lunch. Rising to be best based on votes 
was Roy Glodowski with his specialty 
blend of double meat chili, and placing 
2
nd
 was Aaron Banister with spicy chili. 

Way to go gentlemen! To finish off this 
event, ice cream sundaes were 
appreciated by everyone in attendance. 

 

OLIVET REWIND |  DECEMBER - FEBRUARY 

Emily Hepner topped off sundaes with whipped cream. 

Pastor Melissa presented Roy Glodowski  
with his first place golden spoon. 

Jia Pollard & Adi Hobbs enjoyed spaghetti served in addition to chili. 
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP 
 

 On Sunday, January 26, 176 people 
gathered together in the Christian Life 
Center for a time of worship and reflection 
on the past year. During Olivetôs annual 
meeting, 2024 financials were reviewed 
and the 2025 operating budget was 
approved.  
 

Other annual meeting highlights:  
 

¶ Three new members were received into our congregation: Becky Opperman, Ida Christiansen, & 
Inger Benson (pictured above). 

¶ Completing their second & first terms were outgoing council members Manzetta Jackson, Mandy 
Tetreau, & Stephanie Banister. 

¶ Incoming elected council members are Amber Espinosa, Mike Linehan, and Jennifer 
Quackenbush; Ed Rupley was elected for a second term. 

¶ Deb Shock was voted in as Garden of Peace trustee.  

¶ Barry Shaner was recognized for 18 years of volunteer service as Olivetôs treasurer; stepping 
into the role of treasurer is Bill Cook. 

¶ Members of the newly formed Call Committeeðtasked with heading the search for Olivetôs next 
lead pastorðwere introduced: Judy Gonia (chair), Raiden Browning (co-chair), Stefan 
Pomrenke, Tom Reynolds, Bob Mens, Stephanie Banister, & Meredith Moran. 

 

Watch a replay of the annual meeting on our YouTube channel:  

youtube.com/@OlivetLutheran  
 

WATER LEAK STOPPED BY NEW SHUTOFF SYSTEM 
 

 Last summer, the Finance Team and Church Council asked for a 
special offering from our congregation to complete two building 
enhancement projects. One of these projects was to add an automatic 
shutoff valve to the buildingôs incoming water line at a cost of $11,500. 
In the event of a water line rupture within the buildingðan incident 
Olivet has unfortunately become familiar with over the last decadeð
the valve will immediately shut off water, thus minimizing property 
damage and repair expenses. Gratefully, the Olivet community rose 
to fulfill this ask and generously funded both building projects. 
 The newly installed automatic water shutoff valve 
demonstrated its value in January during a week of single-digit 
frigid weather. After receiving an alert one evening that a leak was 
detected and water had been shut off, a small team               
gathered at Olivet to investigate. In the choir room where a sink 

had once been years ago, it was found that an old, rusted cap had broken loose off 
an obsolete water pipe. Instead of water leaking completely unbeknownst to 
anyone the entire night, the leak was stopped, found, and addressed by staff within 12 minutes of 
detection. 
 This prevented leak and the immense time and money saved thanks to the automatic water shutoff 
valve is a direct result of our communityôs generosity. We thank each of you who see the value of caring 
for the space in which we worship and support building enhancement projects like these. 
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AROUND OLIVET 

EQUITY ARTWORK TEAM 
 

This team is part of the Congregational Mission Emphasis group, working on sharing 
the diverse and expansive love of God through the imagery within our church 
building. Over the past few years about fifteen pieces have been installed in the 
narthex, nursery, Spark room, Club 345, Teen Room, office foyer, and within the office. 
Our goal for 2025 is to communicate the love, justice, and mercy of Jesus on the walls 
of the Adult Ed Room. We meet óas neededô since most of our óworkô is done at home 
scrolling websites for equity-centered art. If you share an interest in this mission, we 
welcome you to our vibrant group. Team members: Nancy Hamilton, Heidi Lohrmann, 
Rebecca Gauchet, & Becky Cress.  

DAILY BREAD WINTER UPDATE  
by Holly Lewandowski  

 

 There is no doubt that winter arrived! 
For the first time in recent memory, Daily 
Bread cancelled dinner on January 22 due to 
the extreme cold, and lack of water. 
 In December we created and staffed a 
new ñsous chefò position. This person comes 
in around 3 PM to oversee the final 
preparations and serving of the meal, as well 
as closing the kitchen at the end of the day. 
To date, we have 2 very capable Sous Chefs 
who volunteer regularly. If you are interested 
in ñsous-ingò, or volunteering for any of our 
other positions, please contact Susan 
Santoro(scsantoro711@gmail.com) or Penny Moran 
(gpmoran@gmail.com). 
 In March, several of our regular volunteers will 
be traveling together for 2 weeks. In order to continue 
the drive-thru meal service without interruption, we 
will be asking for donations of Gordonôs pre-
packaged lasagna and mac and cheese trays. 
Please watch the bi-weekly Olive Branch and the 
Daily Bread bulletin board for details and sign-up 
opportunities. 
 Our ongoing need is for take home containers. 
We use about 100 every week. If you are interested 

On January 15, Donna Mens, Marilyn Lykins, Maureen Drewes, Penny 
Moran, Meridith Moran, Curt Olson, Janet Beilstein, Michelle Lane, & 
Karen Rosar bundled up to serve boxes to food distribution guests. 

in donating a box, we need the 3 compartment, 
medium hinged containers from Gordonôs. They will 
be tax exempt if you tell them itôs for Olivet Lutheran 
Church. They can be left in the kitchen at any time.   
 Main Street Sweets in Sylvania continues to 
donate their unsold pastries on Wednesdays, which 
we give to our guests. If cakes, pastries, or cookies 
are in your planning, please consider patronizing this 
very generous local company. 
 We thank all of our volunteers for their faithful 
service, regardless of the weather, and look forward 
to expanding our ranks.  

OLIVET KITCHEN FOOD SAFETY GUIDELINES by Shannon Walker Director of Operations  
 

 The Kitchen/Food Safety Guidelines developed years ago that the Daily Bread team has always 
followed includes detailed instructions for sanitizing, cleaning, storing food, and serving food gloved. The 
Daily Bread team has annual required interaction with the Health Department on this subject. A full list of food 
safety procedures is readily posted in the kitchen. 
 Specifically, we are committed to following ALL these guidelines for all events where our kitchen is 
utilized, including funeral luncheons. To ensure the highest level of food safety, you may have witnessed a 
couple changes at our most recent funeral luncheons. This is our new standard: 

¶ Food will be served by 2 -3 kitchen volunteers, including meat, potatoes, mac & cheese, and salad.  

¶ A mixed salad with tomatoes will be made fresh in the kitchen.  Unopened bags of mixed lettuce 

can be donated. We will no longer be asking volunteers to provide salads made at home.   

¶ Desserts can be donated or purchased by volunteers. All desserts will be cut by kitchen workers and 

plated on individual small paper plates.  

¶ Utensils will be wrapped with napkins.  

¶ Condiments and salt/pepper will be available via packets.  
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THE VOZNIUK FAMILY  
Doing Well & Hoping for the Best  

 

 With the emphasis on immigration in the United States, 
Viktor and Mariia are experiencing some anxiety about the 
possibility of deportation back to Ukraine, but are cautiously 
optimistic. If you are not familiar with it, the Uniting for Ukraine 
program is a presidential decree and does not require 
congressional approval to both create or terminate it. So 
President Trump could terminate it at any time, but one would 
think that it is not a program high on the list to 
discontinue. The program allows qualified Ukrainians legal 
status in the USA for a specific period of time; in the Vozniuksô 
case until July of 2027. As of this writing, the president has 
paused the program, which means there are currently no 
additional Ukrainians allowed entry, but the Vozniuksô legal 
status has not changed.  Ukraine is still enveloped in a very 
serious war with huge military and civilian casualties. Since 

arriving in the United States, there have been several 
missile attacks within a half mile of the Vozniuksô home, 
one damaging the property next door. Much energy 
infrastructure has been destroyed, so basics such as 
heat are not guaranteed. Returning would expose the 
family to very difficult circumstances, not to mention the 
impact of continuous air raid sirens on Tymo given his 
autism. In light of the situation, we have been helping 
Viktor and Mariia understand whether they have any 
alternatives in the event their legal status is terminated, 
including conversations with immigration attorneys, 
closely monitoring status updates and webinar events 
from various organizations including ELCA AMMPARO 
and Global Refuge (formerly Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service).  
 Other than that, the family is doing great thanks to 
many of you and other friends. They still have day to day 
challenges. A recent example: insuranceðboth medical 
and personal/autoðis a foreign concept to them, as it is for many people from other countries. But they 
get it figured out with some help. In addition to her part time work at Elizabeth Scott Community as a 
nurse aid and two other part time jobs, Mariia began the first of the year as a part time bookkeeper for St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church in Maumee from 9:00 to 1:00 Monday through Friday. This allows her to drop 
Tymo off at Capable Kids each day at 8:30 and make the pick up time at 1:30. For those of you that 
didn't know, Mariia has an advanced university degree in business and a very strong accounting resume 
prior to coming to the USA (Viktor has an advanced university degree in law enforcement as well). Viktor 
has been full time at FedEx for over a year, working every day in December and, for those of you that 
didn't get an opportunity to read it in the Global Mission annual report summary, he is doing so well that 
he received an offer for a promotion to run a warehouse operation in Oshkosh, Wisconsin two months 
ago. The family declined the offer because the kids are very settled here. Both Viktor and Mariia are 
ambitious...Viktor is currently working numbers and researching future business opportunities. Both boys 
are doing well. Ivan got a virtual reality system for Christmas and Tymo got one of the smaller 
trampolines for in the house, which is right up his alleyðthe kid likes to jump! 
 Thank you to all of you that have helped this family in the past and present. They are extremely 

grateful. Let us know if you have questions. - Steve Sanderson Global Missions Emphasis Team Lead  

A missile blast and damage to a hydroelectric dam 
half-mile from the Vozniuksô home in Ukraine. 

Viktor, Ivan, Tymo, and Mariia Vozniuk 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

MARCH 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

5-7 PM | Christian Life Center  

Featuring Hymns of Dixieland jazz band;  

free will offering  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 
Ash Wednesday  

 Drive-thru ashes | 12 PM  

 Worship Service | 7 PM  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 9 
Daylight Saving Time | spring forward 1 hour!  
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 14 
Pi Day + Play Night  

7-9 PM | Christian Life Center  

Cards, games, & activities  
 

*SUNDAY, MARCH 30 
5th Sunday combined worship  

10 AM | Christian Life Center  
No childrenõs Sunday School 

 
MARCH RECURRING EVENTS & SERIES 

First Communion Instruction Grades 3 -5 

  Sundays, March 9, 16, & 23  

  See page 12 for more  
 

Art Class - Adults & High Schoolers  

  Saturdays | 10 AM | Adult Ed Rm  

  See page 7 for more  

Care for Creation discussion sessions 

 See page 10 for more  

SAVE THE DATES 
 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children: May 25 | Teens: May 18  
 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION 

Sunday, June 1  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 16 -20 (Monday -Friday)  

Registration opens May 1  
 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Thursday, July 31 - Saturday, August 2  

* denotes one combined worship service  at 10 AM  MAY 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 4 
May the 4 th Be with You Bike Ride + Park Walk  

3-5 PM | Wildwood Metropark picnic area lot 7  

Ride or walk  
 

SATURDAY, MAY 10 

Quilt Tying  

9 AM - 12 PM | Christian Life Center  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 18 

Youth Leader Appreciation  

During both worship services  

APRIL 
 

*SUNDAY, APRIL 6 
Lenten Cantata  

10 AM combined worship | Sanctuary  
Childrenõs & teen Sunday School during service 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12 
Easter EGGS-travaganza  

9-11 AM | Christian Life Center  

Kids activities, crafts, & egg hunt  
 

HOLY WEEK 
ARPIL 13 Palm Sunday Services | 9 & 11 AM  

APRIL 17 Maundy Thursday Service | 7 PM  

APRIL 18 Good Friday Service | 7 PM  

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
No childrenõs or teen Sunday School 

 7 AM | Sunrise  

 9 AM | Traditional  

 11 AM | Contemporary  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
Scrapbooking Event  

9 AM - 6 PM | Christian Life Center  
 

*SUNDAY, APRIL 27 
Combined worship  

10 AM | Sanctuary  
Congregational Summit  

11:15 AM | Christian Life Center  

Light lunch will be served  
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FAITH IN ACTION | GET INVOLVED  

GARDEN OF PEACE 
 

Do you enjoy being outdoors, in a green and peaceful settingðwhile listening to the gentle flow of water 
over a lovely stone fountain? If so, then may we suggest becoming a ñGarden Angelò at Olivetôs beautiful 
Garden of Peace. Volunteers are requested for just a two-week period sometime during this yearôs 
growing seasonðanytime from May through October. This is VERY light duty gardeningðwatering 
flowers, picking up trash and removing occasional weeds. The fresh air and sunshine will be good for 
youðand you will be good for the Garden, helping maintain its inviting appearance. A ñgreen thumbò is 
not required, and this commitment is only for about an hour per week. It is a rewarding way to serve 
others and make an impact at Olivet, while embracing Godôs green creations. 
 

If you are interested, or just have questions about becoming a Garden Angel, please contact Sandy and 
John Husman at 419-882-3438 or by email at jhusman@buckeye-express.com. 

WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY by Heidi Lohrmann  
 

 Starting in March, the Monday morning Women's Bible Study will be using an 8-week study 
published by the Northwest Ohio Synod for the Year of Listening to take us through the weeks of Lent as 
we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Easter. Jesus promises that "wherever two or three are 

gathered in my name, there I 
am in the midst of them." 
Matthew 18:20 
 As we study together and 
reflect on the words of 
Scripture we pray for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to help us grow 
in our love for Christ. Please 
join us in the Teen Room at 
9:30 AM for this time of 

fellowship and study. If you cannot attend in person, several women are participating by Zoom. If you 
would be interested in this option please see Donna Mens. We are so grateful for the gift of the large 
screen TV and for Shannon Walker, Tyler Martin, and Michael Schuster who made this possible for us. 
We are also grateful to Jan Kirk and Donna Mens who are providing leadership to the class when I am 
out of town. 

NEW ART CLASS SATURDAY MORNINGS 
 

Adults and high schoolers are invited to participate in a new one-hour art class on Saturday mornings in 
the Adult Ed Room. This adventure will include drawing, value, composition, perspective, color, and 
other techniques  The class is free and basic supplies are provided. Class size limited to 20. Call Curt 
Olsen, instructor, to reserve your spot at 734-731-6740. 
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YOUTH & FAMILIES 

TO THE CHILDREN OF OLIVET (ALL AGES) by Carol Miller  
 

 Come on Sunday mornings at 10:10 to learn the song we are going to sing on Palm Sunday, 
April 13, called ñShout, Sing, Celebrateò by Joel Raney. We are going to combine with Jubilee 
Handbell Choir and the Olivet Choir, percussion, base and piano. Children of all ages are welcome 
(through high school ï or 80 years old even!) ï not just Spark and Club 345. Please join us! 
 Every Sunday we sing a lot of great songs. One of our favorites is ñI Will Call Upon the Lord.ò  
We really have a good time battling the children against the adults. On a recent Sunday, it was 
ñhands downò the children winning with the adults singing as loud as they could (even with Fred 
Sandmann joining us). If you hear the children singing as you walk down the hall after the 9:00 
service on Sundays and you want to be ñlifted up,ò please come in the Sunday School room across 
from the Atrium and join us. I guarantee you will walk out with a smile on your face. 

BODY SHOP RETREAT RECAP 
 

February 7 -9 
 

Seventeen young people, two high 
school youth, and six adults gathered at 
Storer Camps for our annual Body 
Shop retreat in Jackson, MI. Special 
thanks to our guest teacher Amy Dixon. 
Many thanks also to our drivers: Karen 
Rosar, Donna Mens, Ben Hobbs, and 
Josh Pollard.  
 

Highlights: attempting archery (mostly 
without injuries) and visiting the Critter 
Cabin where we met and held an 
Eastern box turtle named Methuselah 
and a gecko, who stores all kinds of 
nutrients in its plump tail.  
 

We explored the sacrament of 
baptism, vocation, and Lutherôs 
concept of the ñFreedom of a 
Christian.ò We might even remember a 
few things we learned because we did 
sleep. 

Students tried their hand at archery during the Body Shop Retreat. 

TEEN SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 3/2! 
8th through 12th graders: dig out your Bible and join us on 
the first and third Sundays of the month between the 
services (~10:10 -10:55 AM) as we discuss how God works 
in the world in which we live! No homework; just Godôs 
Word, prayer, and community. 
 

EASTER EGGS-TRAVAGANZA 
Saturday, April 12 from 9 to 11 AM in the Christian Life 
Center. Crafts, face painting, games (and prizes!), the Easter 
Bunny, an egg hunt, and the Easter story. A light breakfast 
will be served. 
 

SCRAPBOOKING FUNDRAISER 
Saturday, April 26 in the Christian Life Center. Proceeds to 
go towards the next winter retreat! Parents should watch 
their email for details about volunteering and donating. 
 

UPCOMING Q & A DATES 
6-8 PM on Sundays, March 2, April 6, and May 4. Be sure 
to watch GroupMe for dinner orders. 

Skyler Rawson holds a gecko during the  
Critter Cabin visit. 



 

9 

Ministers  are everyone who responds to Godõs call to care for Godõs people and creation. 
 

Get to Know Chuck Hansen by Sara Martin 

Communications Specialist  
 On most Sundays during the year, you can find Chuck Hansen and his wife, 
Ann, in the sanctuary participating in the 9 a.m. worship service. During the 
summer months, though, Chuck and Ann retreat to their cottage on Lake Erie 
thatôs been in his family since the early 1950s. This cottage shares a rich, 
enduring connection to Olivetôs past, as does Chuckôs entire 80 years of life. 
 Born in 1944, Chuck was baptized as an infant at Olivet Lutheran Church in 
June 1945ðmaking him, at present, the longest attending member of the church. 
His baptism took place in Olivetôs original building located at the corner of 

Whiteford and Alexis Road from 1916 to 1950. [see History of Olivet on page 

11 for more on Olivetõs early history.] Both sides of Chuckôs family lived a short 
distance from the churchôs original location and began attending during its earliest days. This included 
Chuckôs grandparents, Paul and Elva Zerbe, and Charles and Edna Hansen; and Chuckôs aunt, Mary Kruse 
(whose daughter is Olivet member Carol DeGroff). In 1950 when Olivet moved to its present location on 
Monroe Street, Chuckôs grandfather and father helped dismantle the old building and reused much of the 
wood to construct their cottage in East 
Harbor on Lake Erie in Marblehead/Lakeside. 
 Chuck met his wife, Ann, in 1963 while 
working at a pharmacy. They wed in 1965, 
but not at Olivet. The church was undergoing 
a major renovation: extending the back wall 
of the sanctuary and installing the marble wall 
and cross behind the altar that remain today. 
 Chuck and Annôs two daughters, Tonya 
and Tricia, were both baptized and confirmed 
at Olivet, their photos woven into the tapestry 
of confirmand pictures hanging in the 
hallway connecting the preschool wing 
to the Christian Life Center wing of the 
church. The rows of photos adorning 
these walls document every Olivet 
confirmation class dating back to 1932. 
To Chuck, these photos contain a family 
portrait. In one photo, he pointed out his 
father, Wilber, among the class of 1934, 
and a few photos over, there is his mother, Cathleen, beside Rev. A. L. Anderson in the class of 1938. 
Jumping over to another photo, thereôs Chuck himself in 1958, smiling with the other students in his class. 
His oldest daughter appears in the photo of 1981 confirmands, and his youngest in the class of 1984. 
 With experience gained from tinkering in his grandfatherôs barn as a child, Chuck has shared his self-
taught woodworking skills at Olivet by constructing multiple pieces of furniture used each week during 
worship. One of these pieces resides beside the baptismal font in the sanctuaryða small table with legs 
constructed at different lengths to accommodate the varying heights of the steps they rest on. In the Christian 
Life Center are four additional pieces constructed by Chuck: the Christ candle stand, the podium, the altar, 
and the baptismal font. The altar, Chuck shared, is built from the top piece of an armoire he saw being 
thrown away. Originally constructed as a wine tasting table, it was later given to long-time Olivet member 
Mary Carl, who donated it to Olivet in memory of her husband, Dave. The table became the new altar in the 
Christian Life Center, replacing the card table being used at the time. 
 When asked whatôs kept Chuck at Olivet these many years, his answer was simple: heôs never had a 
reason to go anywhere else. A history of solid ministers with unique strengths, and growing involvement in 
the community are two aspects about Olivet he values. He also commended Olivetôs inclusion of women 
ministers over the years, especially during points in history when women ministers were not commonplace. 
 Turning 80 last year was a milestone birthday for Chuck, leading to a lot of reflection. ñFigure out what 
you want in life and do it,ò he shared. It takes effort to figure out your goals, direction, and purpose, but itôs 
worth the consideration. Itôs wisdom we can all apply both in our personal lives and as a church as Olivetôs 
enduring story continues to unfold. 

MINISTER SPOTLIGHT 

Chuck with the pieces he built in the 
Christian Life Center (above); 
confirmation photos of Chuckôs parents, 
Wilber & Cathleen (left) 


